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DETAILED ACTION 
Drawings 

1 . The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .83(a). The drawings must show 
every feature of the invention specified in the claims. Therefore, " an identification 
facility " disclosed in claim 30 must be shown or the feature(s) canceled from the 
claim(s). No new matter should be entered. 

Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in 
reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended 
replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate 
prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. The figure or figure 
number of an amended drawing should not be labeled as "amended." If a drawing figure 
is to be canceled, the appropriate figure must be removed from the replacement sheet, 
and where necessary, the remaining figures must be renumbered and appropriate 
changes made to the brief description of the several views of the drawings for 
consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be necessary to show the renumbering 
of the remaining figures. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an 
application must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New 
Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, 
the applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next 
Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claims 22 - 34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Claim 22 recites the limitation "a support facility" in claim 1, lines 16, 18 & 19. 
There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim 22, lines 16, 18 & 19 recites: "a support facility", however, the specification 
filed on September 8, 2003 & November 03, 2008 does not identify, disclose, or define 
or provide any support for the limitation set forth in claim 1 , lines 1 6, 1 8 & 1 9 "a support 
facility". 

Claim 30 recites the limitation "an identification facility" in claim 1, line 2. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim 30, line 2 recites: "an identification facility", however, the specification filed 
on September 8, 2003 & November 3, 2006 does not identify, disclose, or define or 
provide any support for the limitation set forth in claim 1 , line 2 "an identification facility". 

Therefore, "an identification facility" is unclear. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

5. Claims 22, 24, 25, 27, 28, 29, 35, 36, 37, 38 & 39 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 1 02(b) as being anticipated by Tilley (U.S. Patent Number 54491 03). 

6. Tilley discloses the tubular assembly comprising (14): the elongated first 
structure (1 6) that functions as the left side wall (See Figure 2) having the outer surface 
the inner surface (24) and the top end (26); the elongated second structure (18) that 
functions as the right side wall (See Figure 2) having the outer surface, the inner 
surface (24) and the top end (26); the elongated third structure (20) that functions as the 
front wall (See Figure 2) having the outer surface, the inner surface (24) and the top end 
(26); and the fourth structure (22) that functions as an elongated rear wall (See Figure 
2) having the outer surface, the inner surface (24) and the top end (26) (See Column 1, 
lines 60 - 68) (See Figure 2); 

the top end (26) of the fourth structure (22) is downwardly displaced from the top 
end (26) of the first structure (1 6) and the top end (26) of the second structure (1 8) to 
form the recess to capture the trigger guard (34) of the handgun (12) (See Figures 2 & 
5); 

the elongated retention pin (46) (See Figures 2, 4 & 5) having the inner end (See 
Figure 4), the outer end (See Figure 4), surrounding side walls (See Figure 2) extending 
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from the inner end to the outer end and the longitudinally extending X-axis (See Figures 
2 & 5); and 

the support facility (72) for support the retention pin (46) and reciprocally moving 
the retention pin (46) into the recess (56) to capture the trigger guard (34) of the 
handgun (12) therein and preventing removal therefrom (column 2, lines 29-31 & 
column 2, lines 56 - 61 ) (See Figure 2); the support facility (72) comprising the sliding 
actuator (74) having the longitudinal extending Y-axis (See Figure 5); the sliding 
actuator (74) being mechanically interfaced with the retention pin (46) in such a manner 
as to mechanically contact and move the retention pin (46) to cause the pin to be 
withdrawn from the handgun trigger guard (34) when it is positioned in the recess (56) 
by pushing and sliding actuator (74) along the Y-axis that is substantially perpendicular 
to the X-axis of the retention pin (46) (See Column 4, lines 50 - 54 & See Column 5, 
lines 14-18) (See Figures 2, 3,4 & 5). 

Regarding claim 24, Tilley discloses the first spring element (52) contacting the 
retention pin (46) and spring loaded the retention pin (46) in the direction to capture the 
handgun (12) trigger guard (34) when it is positioned in the recess (56) (column 3, lines 
33 - 36) (See Figures 2 & 4). 

Regarding claim 25, Tilley further discloses the inner end of the retention pin (46) 
is beveled toward the top end of the holster (14) (See Figures 2, 4 & 5). 
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Regarding claim 27, Tilley further first safety lock (42) that prevent sliding 
movement of the sliding actuator (74) until the first safety lock (42) is disengaged (See 
Column 4, lines 26-32). 

Regarding claim 28, Tilley disclose the first safety lock (42) comprising the sliding 
mechanism (66) that must first be moved before the sliding actuator (74) can be pushed 
(column 4, lines 25 - 32) (See Figure 5). 

Regarding claim 29, Tilley disclose the remote facility operable (68, 69, 70 & 71) 
to release the first safety lock (42) (See Column 4, lines 1 - 32) (See Figure 5). 

Regarding claim 35, Tilley discloses the body (14) defining the tubular passage 
(24) for receiving the elongated handgun portion (12) including the barrel (See Figure 
5); 

the body defining the trigger guard space (34) adjacent to the passage for 
receiving the trigger guard of the handgun; 

the trigger guard retention element (See Figure 5) connected to the body (14); 

the retention element (46) being slidably operable with respect to the body (14) 
between the retention positioning which it projects into the trigger guard space (34) and 
the retracted position in which it is retracted from the trigger guard space (34) (See 
Figure 5), such that the handgun (32) received in the holster (10) is retained against 
extraction forces when the latch element is in the retention position, and the handgun 
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(12) received in the holster (10) is removable from the holster (10) when the retention 
pin (46) is in the released position; 

the release actuator (74) connected to the body (14); 

the release actuator (74) being movable with respect to the body (14) between 
the actuated position and the retracted position (See Figure 5); 

the release actuator (74) being mechanically engaged with the retention element 
(46) and operable to move the retention element (46) to the retracted position when the 
release actuator (74) is moved to the actuated position (See Figure 5); and 

the release actuator (74) being operable to secure the retention element (46) in 
the retention position when the release actuator (74) is in the retracted position (See 
Figure 5). 

Regarding claim 36, Tilley discloses the retention element (46) is biased to the 
retention position (See Column 2, lines 39 - 68) (See Figure 5). 

Regarding claim 37, Tilley discloses the retention element (46) reciprocates 
along the first path, and the release actuator (74) reciprocates on the different second 
path angularly offset from the first path (See Figure 5). 

Regarding claim 38, Tilley discloses the first path is perpendicular to the second 
path (See Figure 5). 
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Regarding claim 39, Tilley discloses the release actuator (74) contacts the 
retention element (46) at the cam surface (76) (See Figure 5). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

7. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

8. Claims 23 & 26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over 
Tilley (U.S. Patent Number 5449103) in view of Baldocchi (U.S. Patent Number 
3910469). 

Tilley discloses everything except, the sliding actuator being wedge shaped. 

Baldocchi teaches the actuator (38) is wedge shaped (See Figures 4, 5 & 6) for 
the purpose of providing reliable and durable inexpensive security capabilities. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to make the sliding actuator wedge shaped as taught by Baldocchi 
with the holster for handguns of Tilley in order to enhance reliable and durable 
inexpensive security capabilities. 

Regarding claim 26, Tilley does not disclose the sliding actuator having the 
tapered fork configuration. 
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Baldocchi teaches the sliding actuator (38) having the tapered fork configuration 
(See Figures 4, 5 & 6) for the purpose of providing additional structural durability. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to make the sliding actuator have the tapered fork configuration as 
taught by Baldocchi with the holster for handgun of Tilley in order to enhance structural 
durable strength. 

9. Claim 30 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Tilley 
(U.S. Patent Number 5449103) in view of Vor Keller etal., (U.S. Patent Number 
6230946 B1). 

Tilley does not disclose the first safety lock further comprises the identification 
facility for identifying the authorized user of the holster. 

Vor Keller et al., teaches the first safety lock further comprises the identification 
facility for identifying the authorized user of the holster (See Column 3, lines 36 - 40). 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to make the first safety lock further comprise the identification 
facility for identifying the authorized user of the holster as taught by Vor Keller et al., in 
order to enhance safety and prevent theft. 



1 0. Claims 31 - 34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over 
Tilley (U.S. Patent Number 54491 03) in view of Beletsky (U.S Patent Number 51 27566). 
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Tilley discloses everything except, the elongated safety strap having the first end 
and the second end and both of the ends are pivotally secured to opposite lateral side 
walls of the holster; the safety strap is pivotal from the first security position which 
inhibits removal of the handgun from the holster, to the second position substantially 
free of the handgun thus allowing the handgun from the holster, to the second position 
substantially free of the handgun thus allowing the handgun to be withdrawn from the 
handgun. 

Beletsky teaches the elongated safety strap (102) having the first end and the 
second end and both of the ends are pivotally (111) secured to opposite lateral side 
walls (103) of the holster (100) (See Figures 5A & 5B); the safety strap (102) is pivotal 
(111) from the first security position which inhibits removal of the handgun (1 01 ) from 
the holster (100) (See Figure 5A), to the second position substantially free of the 
handgun (1 01 ) thus allowing the handgun (1 01 ) from the holster (1 00) (See Figure 5B), 
to the second position substantially free of the handgun (101) thus allowing the handgun 
(101) to be withdrawn from the handgun (101) (column 8, lines 36 - 57) (See Figures 
5A & 5B) for the purpose of providing user friendly security precautions and provide 
quick release. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to make the elongated safety strap having the first end and the 
second end and both of the ends are pivotally secured to opposite lateral side walls of 
the holster; the safety strap is pivotal from the first security position which inhibits 
removal of the handgun from the holster, to the second position substantially free of the 
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handgun thus allowing the handgun from the holster, to the second position 
substantially free of the handgun thus allowing the handgun to be withdrawn from the 
handgun as taught by Beletsky with the holster for handguns of Tilley in order to 
enhance user safety protection and incorporate quick readability. 

Regarding claim 32, Tilley does not disclose the pivot facility to actuate pivotal 
motion of the safety strap. 

Beletsky teaches the pivot facility (104) to actuate pivotal motion (1 1 1) of the 
safety strap (102) (column 8, lines 38 - 48) (See Figures 5A & 5B) for the purpose of 
providing adequate snug security and prevent loose fitting. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to make the pivot facility to actuate pivotal motion of the safety 
strap as taught by Beletsky with the holster for handguns of Tilley in order to enhance 
adequate snug security fitting. 

Regarding claim 33, Tilley does not disclose the elongated safety strap having 
the first end and the second end and both of the ends each having the snap fastener 
securing them to opposite sides of the holster to inhibit removal of the handgun from the 
holster. 

Beletsky teaches the elongated safety strap (42, 44 & 1 02) having the first end 
(See Figures 1 B, 5A & 5B) having the snap fastener (11,12,13,18, 22, 26, 1 06 & 1 1 0) 
securing them to opposite sides of the holster (40 & 100) to inhibit removal of the 
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handgun (1 01 ) from the holster (40 & 1 00) (column 8, lines 38 - 48) (See Figures 5A & 
5B) for the purpose of providing quick and easy user friendly release capabilities. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to make the elongated safety strap having the first end and the 
second end and both of the ends each having the snap fastener securing them to 
opposite sides of the holster to inhibit removal of the handgun from the holster, since it 
has been held that mere duplication of the essential working parts of a device involves 
only routine skill in the art. St. Regis Paper Co. v. Bemis Co., 193 USPQ 8. 

Regarding claim 34, Tilley does not disclose the formed releasing element 
shaped to release at least one of the snap fastener using the generally downward 
motion of the user's hand. 

Beletsky teaches the formed releasing element (108) shaped to release at least 
one of the snap fastener (1 06) using the generally downward motion of the user's hand 
(See Column 8, lines 52 - 57) for the purpose of providing user friendly ergonomic 
capabilities to reduce grasping release finger / hand pressures. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill the art at the time the 
invention was made to make the formed releasing element shaped to release at least 
one of the snap fastener means using the generally downward motion of the user's 
hand as taught by Beletsky with the holster for handguns in order to enhance ergonomic 
functionality characteristics. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

1 1 . Claims 40 & 41 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, 
but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of 
the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Response to Arguments 

12. Applicant's arguments filed on July 16, 2008 have been fully considered but they 
are not persuasive. 

Applicant argues, Tilley does not disclose the slide actuator being mechanically 
interfaced with the retention pin. 

Examiner disagrees, Tilley teaches the slide actuator (74) mechanically 
interfacing and moving the retention pin (46) in Figure 5. The slide actuator (74) and 
the retention pin are mechanically interfaced and connected by (76) (See Figures 2, 3, 4 
&5). 

Applicant argues, the reed switch (66) cited as a sliding element by Tilley, does 
not appear to have nay sliding function, or ability to be moved. 

Examiner disagrees, the office action identified the sliding element or actuator is 
(74) and not the reed switch (66). Therefore, applicant is directed to the sliding element 
being (74) (See Figure 5). 
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Applicant argues, Tilley does not disclose the remote facility that operates to 
release the first safety lock. 

Examiner disagrees, Tilley teaches the remote facility (68 & 69) that operates to 
release the first safety lock (42). Therefore, the remote facility (68 & 69) releases the 
first safety lock (42) providing the authorized user to slide the actuator (74) to release 
the handgun (12). 

Applicant argues, Tilley in combination with Baldocchi is in error because there is 
no reason to believe that adopting the Baldocchi button (38) is an "improvement" for 
Tilley's switch (74). 

Examiner disagrees, applicants claims the sliding actuator being wedge-shaped. 

Tilley teaches a straight sliding actuator (74). 

Baldocchi teaches a sliding actuator (38) being wedge in shape. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to make the sliding actuator (38) of Baldocchi and replace the 
sliding actuator tab (74) of Tilley in order to enhance and provide the authorized user 
with adequate fingers or thumb gripping and or prevent the authorized users fingers or 
thumb from slippage. 

Applicant argues, Tilley in combination with Beletsky is in error because the snap 
member (1 08) and (1 1 0) are both on the same end of the strap, intended as mating 
portions of a single snap fastener. 
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Beletsky teaches the elongated safety strap (42, 44 & 1 02) having the first end 
(See Figures 1 B, 5A & 5B) having the snap fastener (1 1 , 1 2, 1 3, 1 8, 22, 26, 1 06 & 1 1 0) 
securing them to opposite sides of the holster (40 & 100) to inhibit removal of the 
handgun (1 01 ) from the holster (40 & 1 00) (column 8, lines 38 - 48) (See Figures 5A & 
5B) for the purpose of providing quick and easy user friendly release capabilities. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to make the elongated safety strap having the first end and the 
second end and both of the ends each having the snap fastener securing them to 
opposite sides of the holster to inhibit removal of the handgun from the holster, since it 
has been held that mere duplication of the essential working parts of a device involves 
only routine skill in the art. St. Regis Paper Co. v. Bemis Co., 193 USPQ 8. 



Conclusion 

1 3. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 



Application/Control Number: 10/658,486 Page 16 

Art Unit: 3782 

extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Lester L. Vanterpool whose telephone number is 571- 

272- 8028. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday (8:30 - 5:00) 
EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nathan Newhouse can be reached on 571-272-4544. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 

273- 8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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LLV 

October 20, 2008 

/Nathan J. Newhouse/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3782 



